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NEAR EAST CRISIS SHAKING EUROPE'S EQUANIMITY

By FRANK H. SIMONDS.
IKE the Silesian question, the present
[ Greco-Turkish-crisis In Asia Minor

“  has nt least two distinct phases, the
immediate and local, which in thls case con-
cerns the Greeks and Turks, and the wider
and even more important, which directly
affects Great Britdin, France and Italy and
less closely Russia, Rumania and Bulgaria
and. in fact, all of the mations in south-
eastern Farope. The truth is* that in the
reglon out of which ¢came the spark which
lighted the world conflagration—namely, the
Near East-—a now fire §s breaking out which
has already  disturbed t.hr equanimity of
most of the natlons of Europe,

Looked at from its local aspect, the (3reco-
Turkish dispute grows out of certain de-
cisions which were embodied in the Treaty
of Sevres, one of the companion pieces to
the Treaty of Versallles, in which the Parls
Conference undertook to veorganize the map
of the world in conformity with the decision
reached upon the bhattlefleld and the desives
af the States which had procured that de-
cision by defeating Germany and her allles
The SBevres document, even more fragile, as
events were (o prove, than the ware which
bears the gume name, was a definite attempt
to solve the whole Eastern question.

When the document was drafted u!l of
the great Powers wore agreed upon the prin-
riple of *bag and haggage.,” the name which
in the previous century had heen applied
to the demand that the Turk be forced to
auit BEurope altogether. Thus the Treaty of
Sevres undertook to  partition the Blek
Man's estate on the assumption that this
chronf® Invalid of Europe had at last per-
ished, And in partitioning the Turk's es-
tate Greece, represented by a great man
who had earned an almost unrivalled posi-
tion I Paris, was recognized as the chief
heir,

The Age Long Dream of a =
Christian Constantinople

Thanks to Venizelos, the great Hellenle
dream through so many centuries—the
Aream that was Byzantine even more than
Hellenlo—&eoemed on the point of realization,
To Grocoe was pssigned all of the Turkish
territory in Burope right down to the Cha-
talja lines, where the Bulgarian advance of
the first Balkan war had been halted, save
only the shore of the Straits and the Gal-
lipoli Peninsula, which were reserved for
the international commission which was to
mount guard at the Golden Horn., In addi-
tion, by a treaty done at Neullly, Bulgaria
was compelled to eede to Oreece her window
on the Agean, the remaining fragment of
her spolls won in the first Balkan war.
thus giving Greece contlnuity of territory
from Athéng to the outskirts of Constanti-
nople.

In addition Greece was to have oll of the
Mgean Islands, including the Dodecanesus
taken from the Turk hy he Ttalian in the
Libyan war, save only Rhodes, which was
to remaln in Itallan hands until a Iater
plebisclte,  Finally Grecce was to have
Smyrna and a wide hinterland on the Aslatic
mainiand, in which, after a certain period of
Greek occupation, final possession was to
be determined by & plebiselte. Buch was the
deci=ion of Bevres so far as it affected the
Greek, but there was algso renunciation by
the Turk of hls Armenian, Syrlan, Meso-
potamian and Palestine provinces., In n
word, the Turk surrendered to Western
Powers Smyrna, with its hinterland, and all
of hiz Armenian and Arable provinces. In
addition he recognized Italian interests
about the Guif of Adaila and in a broad
ainterland adjolning the Greek sphere of
Smyrna.

All of this arrangement wag made while
Venizelos was In power in Greece and well
nigh the most conspleuous single figure in
the allied councils. It meant the doom of
the Turk, who aot only lost all of his Euro-
pean possessions, including his capital,
which became the seat of an Interallied
commission, but sise surrendered the larger
part of his Asiatic empira. It was a death
sentence which could only be carried out by
force, since the Turk was bound to resist to
the death,

No wooner had the Sevres treaty beon
completed than Venlzelos fell and Constan-
tine returned to Athens. Bul Constantine
was not only the brother-in-law of the
Kaiser but he had also heen throughout the
war an obstinate opponent of the Allles, who
had thwarted them at every turn and even
conspired to procure the murder of French
murines in Athens {tself. He had been de-
throned by allled consent; his return meant
instantly the collapee of the pro-allied senti-
ment in Greece,

Instantly the unanimity of the three great
Alles—France;, Britain and Itajv—disap-
peared, France was dend ngalnst Constan-
tine, favored resisting his return to the
throne and at once demanded lhu ravision of

Greco-Turkish Fires of War Threaten to Set More Than Moslem World' Aflame---Great
Britain, in Nominal Control of Constantinople and Behind Constantine’s Efforts to
Retain Lands That Were Won by Venizelos’s Diplomacy, Bitterly Opposed
by France, Italy and Bulgaria

the Treaty of Sevres, still unaignad, in such
fashion as to deprive Greece of the larger
share of her gains at the expense of the
Turk, On the surface. Frengh opinion and
polioy wera influenced by enduring distrust
and dislike of Constantine,

But in reality this was only one phase.
France saw with unconcealed bitternees the
expansion of British influence in the Near
Fast, reeognized that the British had de-
cided to make the Greek their soldier and
ugent In the Near Bast, to giverto the
Greek the same support which in the last
century they had hestowed upon the Turk,
and for the same reason, I Greece should
hecome the most considerable nation in the
Near Fost nothing was clearer than that
Britain would, in faect, be the force behind
the scenes in all Greek policy.

Beyond this France had several personal
reasons for preferving the Turk to the Greek,
Tnder the Treaty of Beévres, France had
acquired not only Syria bul the Anatolian
reglon of Cilicia about the Gulf of Alex-
andretta. And no sooner had French troops
landed at Beirut and moved inland than the
Turks n a campalgn to defend Cilleia,
and t‘h:eg"rench not only suffered several

defeats but were forced to multiply thelr
garrisons in Syrin and in Clllels,  Thus,
glnce French puble opinlon was  solidly

against a Turkish war, there was nothing
left for the French to do but mike prace
with the Turk.

This, moreover, the French have done. Re-
cently they signed nn agreement with Samy”
Bey, an agent of Femal, the Turkish Nu-
tionalist leader, by which France resigned
Cllicia and accepted a frontier in the main
following the Bagdad Railway line from the
Mediterranean to  the Buaphrates, wherse
Turkish, British and  French boundarles
meet, In addition to yielding a goodly por-
tion of rhe territory acquired through the
Treaty of Stvres, the French pledged them-
selves to support the Turks generally in all
their claims.

Thus for a whole variety of reasons the
French have chésen to back the Turk, to
work for his reinstatement at Constantinople,
Smyrna and elzgewhere. By such a policy
they Rope to avold a war with the Turk
on thetfrontiers of Syria: they expect, also,
to bloek British aspirations to dominate
Constantinople and the Near Bast generally,
through manipulation of the Greek agent.
If the Turk wins, manifestly Fmance, who
is, hy the way the chlef holder of Turkish
debts antedating the war, may look forward
to heing first friend. If the Greek wins, Brit-
ish control is certain H

Italian Policy for Years Has Been
To Prevent Greek Control of Mgean
The Italian point of view is slightly dit-
ferent. Tireece is directly a rival of Ttaly
in all the Near East, For many years Ttalian
polley has sought to prevent the Greek
from obtalning control of the JEgean, ex-
uotly ns it has aimed at bloeking the ad-
vance of the Southern Slavs to the Adriatie.
In a word, as the Southern Slavs are re-
garded by the Ttalians as possible rivals in
the Adriatic, the Greeks are held as present

adversaries In all of the eastern end of the

Mediterranean. This rivalry culmipates in
the disputes over the Greek islandf of the
Dodecanesus and over Smyrna.  Hoth are
ohjects of Itallan ambition,

By the Treaty of Sevres Italy acquired
cortain interests about the Gulf of Adalin,
hut she lost Smyrna, which had been prom-
ised to her more or less directly ns one of
the rewards for particlpation In the war on
the allied side. Bhe wag also foreed to cond
sent to the transfer of the Dodecanesus to
Greece and to the extension of Greek terri-
tory Into the southérn portion of Albania,
To he sure, Greek claims both in the Dode-
eanesus  and in  Northern Epirus were
founded alike upon history and ethnic con-
dittong, but Greece as a rival would profit
and Italy lose unmistakably, if these ar-
rangements were carried aut.

Moreover, to reallze her aspirations even
about the Gulf of Adalia, Ttaly found herself
confronted, like the French in Cillela, with
the necessity to fight a now Turkish war,
and neither Ttalian finance nor Itallan popu-
lar sentiment was favorable to a new ad-
venture which might in the end prove as
disnstrous as the Abyssinlan venture of
the nineteenth century, Aceordingly Italy
washed her hands of the Sevres compact.
She would contribute nothing to enforeing i,
not n soldler of a ship., On the conirary
she took her stand squarely with the French
in advoonting A sweeping revision all in the
interests of the Turk and at the expense of

therarv Sandwic hmen in Wall Street

OT even Cultured Carrle could have
N devised a better plan for uplifting
the llliterate bankers of our own
mair: stréei than the phalanx of sandwich
men who invaded it a few days ago carrylng
signs exhorting the bulls, the bears, and
the goate to “RHead This Thriller To-night”
nnd “Take Thut Hest Seller Home to the
Wife and Kiddles" Hilternte brokers, whose
1eading hitherto has been confined to the
ticker tapes and the market reporis, stared
in amazement
~ To make the Merary astmosphere more
convincing, all the sandwich men were al-
tired in artists’ garb—colored smock, black-
Tam o' Shanter, Windsor tie, and hall sige
riustache and  heard A report of this
sirange procession having reached THE Npw
Youx Hmerare ofMiee (through underground
channels known only to Traffie OMeer Flynn
of the Wall Streer squad and two or thres
athers) o reportar was sent to Interview the
sundwich men and Gnd oul, if possible, thels
views on lterature and the Volstead act, and
Just how deep in dgnorance were our promi-
nent husinese men,

The rnmrlu ran into the frst at the
carner of Brondway. He was surrounded

By a motley erowd of bankers, trust eom-
pany ofMicers wnd esx-ourb mossengers in
limousines, all {ryving to read at one time
the copies of “Zell" and “Moon<Calf," which
he had anchared hy ropea to varlous parts
of his person, Reeing that It was nselos:
th wade through the crowd, the reporter
enared the sandwich man by means of a
Iarge pretsesl at the end of a long pole, whirh
he held aver the heade of tha throng and
aradunily drew townrd Wim. Thus snared
the victim confessed that his name was A
Kokopopoulos, but refused Lo make any

further statement for the preas. In fuet, his
further remarks were largely Groek to the
reparter,

Another # fthe literary sandwich men
was speared at Nassay street, “My dear
young man,” he sald, after the prellminary
Introductions were over, “1 have absolutely
no interest in whether the business poople
of this district read hooks or do not reafl ‘em,
Personally 1 belleve that this man Wenver,
whose book I am forced te advertise, Is an
abominable poet. T told him so only last
week at a literary gathering at the Brevoort
at which we were both present, My sole In-
terest in taking this joh s to gather ma-
terind at first hand for. my work on ‘Human-
fty in the Raw, with Bpecial Reference tn
Roviologienl  Phenomenn and  Phillologica)
Tendencies,' which will he puhlilshod In the
fall. 1 find that in this way T run Into any
numhber of people who will bhe useful for my
purpose, Later T may tarn my material Into
the form of a novel, and ths dramatic and
cvinemna rights are also avalluble.”

The third travelling slenboard was ap-
proached with the inward convicllon that
this ene must gurely ha Joseph Hergesholmeor
in disguolse, or at least the captain of the
ColumBla foothall team. He was discovered
At the counter of an orange drink stall, mak-
ing n mimple noonday repast. Tha reporter
fined Wim in a convivial eruller,

“Do vou snndwich men have a union?" he
.l']'“lll

"Bure,"
delngata

“What." asked the reporter, “Ia your opin-
fon of ‘The Brimming Cup? ™

He war rowarded with a suspieions Inok,

If vy mean beer™ sald the sandwich
“it hasn't gat the old kick. But you can'i
prove nothing by me*

nadd the sandwich. “I'm a walking

the Greek. Oddly enough, fust as Ttaly
gtands with Britain against France in Upper
Bilesin, she stande ,with France against
Britain' in: the ASgean.

Britlsh palicy, a= a caondequence, is very
much embarrassed, The British would still
like to dominate at Constantinople, in fact
they are in actunl if mot nominal control
there and mean to remain in control, But
this means, if Greece is aliminated or forced
to vield to the Turk both In Europe and in
Asla- Minor that the British will have to
find troops to garrison net ogly Con-
stantinaple, it=elf but the Asiatic ghores of
the SBtralts and the Sea of Marmora.  The
ideal situation, from the English peint of
view, would be for Greece to furnish® the
soldiers and hold the nominal control, while
British authority was exercised behind this
mask.

But to support Greece means now to em-
bark upon a new adventure. The very
throne of Constantine 1s at stake. He must
make good Greek title to .the lands which
Venizelos persunded the Conference of Pavis
to assign to his country, or he will have to
refurn to his Swiss exile, digcredited for all
time. And all efforts of the allied countries
to persuade Conslantine to agree tp a com-
promise have falled up to date, with the
result that a new campaign Is just about to
begin.

Thizg iz, in fact, the second Greek hlﬁ for
lnst winter a Gn-pk operation pushed east
ward from Smyrnp and southward from the
Fea of Marmora untll it came to grief along
1he \nutnliqul. portlon of the Bagdad Rafl
way, near kisher. This Greek defeat
hraught the Turk back to environs hoth of
Constantinople and of Smyrna. Eince then
hath sides have been accumulating arms and
munitions and & new conflict ls just be-
ginning.

With a New Campaign On
England May Be Forced to Join

If the Greeks should win this war the
Hritish position In the Near East would be
consolidated, provided Constantine were as
loyal to a British masier as he once was to
a German relative. But the Greeks can
hardly win without British support and as-
sistanes, even if they can achieve sucoess
with this asslstance. And to give this as-
sistance at once involves the British in bit-
ter dispute with their French and Ttallan
agsocintes and advertiges at home that Great
Eritain ls engaging upon a new imperlalistic
adventure at the moment when nuational
sentiment is gpoused against all use of men
and money upon any warlike enterprise, at
precisely the time when London is talking
more of the evacuation of Mesopotamia than
of the conquest of Anatolia.

Moreover, it Is going to he exceedingly
difficult for the British to, insist upon the
neguisition by ‘her favored friend Greece of
great  Anatollan  territories, In many or
which the Greek element is a minority,
while demanding that Poland, the chosen
friend of France, abandon all her claims to
territories in which the Poles are a clear
mijority and have recently indicated thelr
desire to be jolned to Poland. To get a free
hand for the CGreeks Britaln would un-
doubtedly have to listen to French proposals
in Upper Bilesia, but this would open the
wiy to new disngreements with Italy, who i8
pepmanently anti-Greek and might change
her vote In all allied rmtfer«m'nﬂ from the
British to the French side, therehy shifting
the control in the SBupreme Couneil. ¥

Since Greece has persevered In her cam-
pulgn, despite the fact that Marshal Foch
has foretold defeat, for exactly Lhe same
reagons the Polish offensive against Klev
filed two yenrs ago, the British have now
to face the not less disturbing possibilities
of Greek defeat. This means that the Turks
will come back to the Scutari shore of the
Dardanelles at least. Tt means that British
control In Constantinople can only be made
socure by the use of considerable numbers
of troops, since the Osmanli are bound to
seek to regain their mplilnl and free their
Sultnn, whom they insist 1s now a prisoner
of the allled natlons,

In this eonflict the Sultan nominally op-
poses the Natlonallstie elements, led by
Kemnl Pasha, who has made his capital at
Angora, But every one.in Constantinople
knows that all Turkish sympathies are with
Kemal and a sweeping Turkish victory
would have instant echoes in that elty.
There 15, too, the Bolshevist detall, for the
Turks and the Bolshevists have joined hands
und fortunes across the Cauveasus and Rus-
slan ammunition and artillery, the booty of
the Wrhngel vidtory, are being transported
to the Torkish armies through all the Black
Sen portsa

Far Reaching Consequences
Of a New Greco-Turkish War

A Greco-Turkish war, too, will have roper-
cussions all over the Mohammedan world,
It will mean instant and ncute trouble for
the French in Syria; it will menn only less
immediate dificulty for the British in Meso-
potanmia, while, given the present unrest in
BEegypt and In portlons of Indian, there may
be undesirable echoes in both countries. In-
deed, all British, French and Italian colonies
nnd protegtorates on the south side of the
Mediterranean may easily be disturbed, while
Eritish peace from Palestine to Burmah may
be menaced,

Yot the single alternative is the exercise
of force to restrain the Greeks, and this
means that it will be necessary to wield to
most, if not all, of the more considerable
Turkish demands, the very first of which
will be the recccupation in fact of Con-
atantinople, with Adrianoplp as well, Not
only will Britigh eontrol in Constantinople
be ended but the Turk will redurn Mied with
rezentment for the part Britaln has played
throughout all recent years, To tise force
ngainst the Greek friend merely to arrive
ut such an end is hardly an attraclive pros-
poct.

Anglo-French relatlons in the Near Fast
are At the moment complicpted by the de-
cltlon of the Rritish to recognige the Emir
Feignl as the native sovercign of Mesopo-
tamia. Felsal Is nn old foe of France. At
the Pence Conference In Paris he was pon-
etantly used by the British ta black French
neplputions in Byrin. When France at Jast
obtuined the Syrian mandale, Telsal weont
back to Dnmaseus and, at first the reclplent
of French subsldies, arganized reslstance to
french accupation, which lnd to fighting, In
which Freneh troope had the upper hand
and Gen. Gourand promplly sent Feigal into
oxile, The place of exlle proved to be Lon-
don.

Ta put Feisal in a position of Influence
in Mesopotamia and thus on the frontiers
of French Syrin can only mean, in the long
ruti, & new collision. Moreover, the French
helieve that Feisal will promptly join hands
with Kemal In a campialgn to evict the
Trench, British and Ttallans, as well as the
Greeks, from all the Mohammedan lands of
the Near East, Egypt and North Africa as
well. As a consequence French bitterness
aver British policy in the Near East i=, nt
the moment, almost unprecedentedly keen,
As for Italian sentiment, if it is less vo-
eifernus, it is only a little legs resentful.

Tangle More Intricate
With Bulgaria in It

There is a Bulgarian end to the tangle,
too. The Treaty of Neuilly deprived the
Bulgarians of thelr single Afgean port of
Dedeagatch ahd the strip of limd along the
west bank of the Maritza, which gave Y'»m
uceess to this port, including the land near
Adrianople, which was ceded hy the Sultan
to Ferdinand directl¥, as a reward for Bul-
garian entrance into the world war. This
punishment of Bulgarla was strongly op-
posed by the United Btates represertatives
in Paris, who insisted that It would lead to
future wars and worked substantial injustice.
n the whole Greek ethnie claims would
seem to be far better than Bulgaria’s, ex-
cept for relatively small arveas hetween
Adrianople and the Black Sen, but Bulgnrian

msmra.tinﬁn are unmistakabhls,

Moreover, French and Ttallan support for
the Rulgarvian claim to such portions of
Thrace as are pot handed over to the Turk
is manifest. Thus one more possible compli-
eation following a Turkish victory over
Greece might he an Intervention hy Bul-
garin 1o regain her lost lands in Thrace.
Whether such a Bulgarinn meove wonld pro-
voke Rumanian or Serbian protest is de-
hatable, Tn the old Venizelos days Rumania,
Greces and Serbin were united by treaty
ngainst Bulgarin, but Greece, despite Veni-
aelos, repudinted her  obligations to Serhia
in 1815, and one may daubt whether the Serl)
would now he overanxious to come to #he
support of the very King who in similar eir-
cumstances hotrayved him only six yvears ago.

In esum, then, it is patent that despite
all of ite efforts, the Faris conference failed
completely to solve the Bastern question, It
found a chaos out of which the world war
had eome, it left a new chaos, In part sur-
viving the war, in part resulting from that
struggle. Onpee mare, as always in the nine-
teenth century, conflicting interests among
the great Powers makes cooperation in the
Near BEast well nigh impossible, T hi
French want one thing, the British another,
the Itallan has a third objec’'ve, although
he shares the French hostility to the Greek
and has taken advantage of the supreéeme
folly of the Greeks in recalling Constantine
and dismissing \r"rniwlm to pursie his own
ends.

And in the background there is always
Russia, Hven if the Soviet alliance, the bar-
gain between Kemal and Lenine, leads 1o
nothing, It is certain that in the future, when
a real Russia emerges from the present
chaos, the first ohjective of that Russia will
be the possession of Constantinople and the
Stralts, which were promised to Czurist Rus-
sin as a reward for Russian effort during
the world war. And the nation which holds
these southern gates 1o Russia, when that
time comes, whether it be Greece, Turkey or
Great Britain, will find #self confronted with
prospect of a new struggle,

To-day the whole of the Near Faer, indeed
of the Mohammedan world, is in ferment,
No man can =ay what will he the limits af
this Greek campaign, which represents a des-
perate effort of Constantine to keep his
throne by retaining the lands which Veni-
zelos by diplomacy won for Greece and the
King by returning placed in Jeopapdy. We
may have a brief campaizn ending in flasco
on one gide or the other, or we may have
a conflict which will Tight fires of fanaticlsm
from the Indian Ocean to Moroecn. BRoth
posibilities are unmistakable,

As to the condition of the opposing nrmies,
nn[fhpr seems very attroctive. Constan-
tine by banishing the Venlzlblist officers and
recalling his favorites reduced the army to a
condition In which the defeal of Eskisher
was an inevitable eonsequence. Both the
Greeks and the Turks have been at war.
with very brief interruptions for many years,
the Greeks sinep 1912, the Turks sinte 1M1,
Numerieally and In the matter of arms and
ammunition the Greeks plainly have the bet-
ter. But In fighting capacity the odds scem
to be on the Turk.

In any event we sedm in for another war,
A minor war, measured by recent standards,
but a war which may have almost incal-
culable consequences both in Europe and in
Asla,
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Japan’s Course in Siberian Republic
Tends to Help the BolsheV1k Cause

Continued from Second Page.

Russian and t'onsaquently formed an ad-
mirable No Man’$ Land for adventurous
politicians and financiers. Khorvot is a
typical courtier of the old regime, highly
cultured, of excellent'manners. speaking
faultiesely six E}iropean languages, a great
authority Jon Mozart, Strauss and German
mystical opera, but with mno principles
whatever,

Recently Khorvot organized in Pekin a
“Special Government Commission™ for deal-
ing with Russlan subjects in China and is

posing as the one person in the Far East
who is defending Russian interests, but
during the Kolchak period he played ex.
clusively for his own hand—with the halp
of the Japanese—and is probably doing so
still. If anything he is an imperialist and
a reactionary, and Gen. Graves, the Ameri-
can military leader at Vladivostok, never
trusted him.

1 might here remark that the late Gen,
Kappell's followers, a few thousand men,
were armed by the Japanese at Grodekov
and Nikolska-Ussuriesky before Lhey were
landed by the Japs at Viadivostok. Semen-
off was in Port Arthur until the Japs sent
him and his merry men to Viadivostok;
and Baron Ungern-Sternberg is in Mon-
golia, harried by Bolsheviks, Chinese, Mon-
golians and rival Russian bandits, Khor-
vat may soon have to leave Harbin owing
to the smart diplomacy of the Soviet Gov-
ernment, which has cut the ground from
under his feet by handing over all the
leased territory in China to the Pekin Gov-
ernment and handing over all the Russians
in China along with it

Lemnes Loses But Little

By His Magnanimity

As these Russiang are all anti-Bolshevik
and as the Reds had no earthly chance of
ever getting back the Chinese Eastern Ralil-
way, Lenine lost little by his magnanimity.
He has also generously refused to accept
thé Boxer indemnity—which, by the way,
the Peking Government was paying, not to
him, but to the anti-Bolshevik Russian
diplomatists and consuls in China, and has
cancelled all obligations of every kind ow-
Ing by China to the Hussian Government
and to Russian caplitalists,

Lenine adopted the same policy for the
same reasons in his recently concluded
treaty with Persia, which puts England
in an awkward fix, for on one hand yon
have the Reds voluntarily divesting them-
selves of all the privilges they obtained
by a century of war and diplomacy in
these Eastern countries, declaring that the
Orfental is absolutely egual to the Occi-
dental, making a clean sweep of debts,
lands, mines, churches and even extrater
ritoriality, while on the other hand you
have the Weetern Powers insisting on
“extraterritoriality, on the payment pf loans
forced on Imbecile princes, now Hefunct,

/ and on the recognition of innumerable con-

cessions and privileges in favor of thelr
subjects and themselves,
+»  Naturally the Orientals are inclined to
regard Lenine as the just man made per-
fect and his enemies an awindlers who by
a combination of force, diplomacy, money,
fraud, gin and misslonaries, managed dur-
ing the course of the last hundred years
to tie them up in impossible knots. The
result may he very serlous for foreigg in-
terests In Asla. It has cortainly been very
good for Bolshevik prestige, Thera are
now Iin Moscow diplomatic representatives
from Persin, Angora, Afghanistan nand
China, and they think a lot of Old Man
Lenine, for whereas the Cegar made consid-
erable trouble from time 1o time about
missionaries and concessionaries, Lenine
has intimated that he wonld he rather
pleased than otherwise If these Oriental
gentry hanged all the Russian migsionaries
and concesslonaries they lald hands on.

In China the Russlan Imperialist Minis-
ter, who has heen living tranguilly for the
lagt three years on the ample proceads of
the Boxer indemnity, pald to him with

touching regularity and honesty, by the
Pekin Government, has now found it con-
venient to holt, and Russiangresident in the
Middle Kingdom are hastily buying Mexi-
can, Portuguese and Nicaraguan passports,
as  otherwise they would come under
Chinese jurlsdiction.

Northern Manchuria and Mongolia
Likely to Fall to Japanese

A few words about Far Eastern Siberia
may not be out of place here. When Kol-
chak fled from Omsk in the winter of 1919
the Reds followed him as far as Lake Bai-
kal, but the Japanese prevented them from
coming further., They then formed the
Far Eastern Soviet Republie, a sort of
buffer State, moderately Bolshevik, with its
capital at Chita and Commissar Tobelson
or Krasnoshelekov as its President. As a
matter of fact, the form of government is
nob yet settled, for there is a Constituent
Assembly sitting now at Chita, but prac-
tically it 18 a Soviet Republic. Nominally
it includes the Trans-Balkal, Primorsk and
Sakhalien, but the Japs have grabbed the
northern half of Sakhalien and dominate
Kamchatka and the very rich southern
part of the Primorsk district with the town
of Viadivostok. As it is probable that all
northern Manchuria and all Mongolia will
also fall under Japanese influence, the
Muscovite hold on the Pacific may be re-
garded as lost.

The two great dangers of the world are
(1) Bolshevism and (2) the “rising tide of
color,” and on the eastern shores of Si-
beria these two dread forces have already
come into conflict, striking at the weakest
link in the white chain, for none of the
white peoples have any sympathy with
Bolshevism. America s the only nation
Hkely to later on, but it is difficult to
see what she can do more. It would be
very hard for her to send an army to drive
the Japs out of Siherta, because she would
first have to annihilate Japan itself, and
even if she did land an army in, Siberia
she would derive little assistance from the
Russians. The White Russians are mostly
in the pay of Japan and the Red Russians
are “nobody’s darling.”

In 1019 America did send a military
force to Viadivostok under Gen, Graves,
but that leader found himself more op-
poged to the Japanese and the White Rus-
slans than he did to the Bolsheviks, and
the same thing would happen again If an-
other torce were sent.

It is unlikely that the Mikado's Govern-
ment will ever put itself flagrantly in the
wrong by launching a great attack on Si-
beria and proclaiming its annexation, It
will more likely keep a considerable num-
her of high class Russians in its pay as
figureheads, and encourage those Russians
who are not high class to cut one another's
throats for the sake of Karl Marx.

Gives Story in Detail

|[Of Fighting in Vladivostok
The gist of the foregoing informuation
comes from Chita, and after having trane-
lated it from the Russlan and expanded it
with my own comments | received a full
account, also from the Far East, of the
conp at Viadivostok. 1 translate it as
follows:
“Veapvostor, May 30,
“From the morning of May 26 to the
gvening of May 27 there was fighting in the
streets of Viadivostok between the police
of the Far Eastern Republic and the bands
of SBemenoff, nssisted by the Japanese. At
8 A. M. on May 26 a group of armed bandits
attacked a convoy of republican police
conveying arrested conspirntors and the
Japanese disarmed the convoy, The in-
surgents had meanwhile attacked and taken
all the Government establishments, the
naval staff, the administrative section of
the Natfonal Assembly, &c. At noon on
the 26th Kappellites landed and at the
same time the Japanese began disarming
#11 the republican polies. A group of Kap-
pellites foreed their way into the ehancel-
lery of the National Asaembly, killed the
officer in command of the National Guard
and arrested the President of the National

Assembly. There was firing In different
parts of the town all day on the 26th, and
among others the Mayor, Kosminsky, was
killed.

“On the 27th another force of the late
Gen. Kappell's troops tried to land, but
were prevented by the republican sailors.
On the 28th the workmen employved in the
shipbulldipg yards rose and recaptured for
the republic the greater part of the town,
The Kappellites began to retreat, but then
there suddenly appeared on the scene
atrong Japanese detachments which sur-
rounded and disarmed the workmen.
Lepenin, the commander of the republican
police, was arrested by the Japanese.

“The Japanese officlal report, neverthe-
less, asserted that the revolution had been
accomplished withont bloodshed and with-
out Japanese intervention.

“The town s guarded throughout by
Japanese, under whose protection the
Semenoff leaders suppressed all the repub-
lican newspapers and replaced them hy
the old Kolchak organs. The Viadivostok
population, generally speaking, is hostile
to the revolution and to the new masters
of Viadivostok. Many public meetings
have been held in Viadivostok, and at all
of them every speaker emphasized the pro-
vocative role played by the Japanese and the
eynicism with which they handed over
power to their pald agents, Semenofl and
his associates. The occupation of the Gov-
ernment bank hy the revolutionists led to
n bloody conflict between the Semenovites
and the Kappellites, but this was lqul-
dated by the Japanese, who drove away
bath parties and occupled the bank them-
selves."

This was the contents of the message I
bhave just received from Vladivostok. I
do not vouch for it in any way, but it is
the first detailed account T have yet re-
ceived.

Other Revolutions Conducted

By Japanese in Siberia
1 might add that Nikolsk-Ussuriesk and
all the other parts of the Siberian coast of
the Pacific have experienced at the sama
time revolutions conducted by the Japa.
nese on exactly the same lines as the
Viadivostok revolution. So that the whale
Pacific coast of Siberla is now practically
in Japanese handg, for the Russians, who
are nominally in control, are really in
Japanese pay. 1 have been in Siberia in
an official capacity and know for a fact
that Semenoff Is a pald Japanese agent.
There will be little sympathy {n America
for the dlspossessed Bolsheviks, hut 1
would point out that they are very mild
Bolsheviks and in many cases not Bolshe-
viks at all. Had the Jupanese cleared out
of Siberia In 1920 when the Americans
and British went the Far Eastern Republic
would be no more Bolshevik to-day than
Esthonin or Latvia. It is the constant
Japanese pressure which makes It cling
to Moscow, though even so it is still very
minch milder In itg Sociallsm than Moseow,
and wag never Communist or Terrorist.
The excitement In Soviet eircles In Mos
cow in connection with this Japanese on-
glaught is intense, and Chicherin in his
note to Lord Curzon says that France is
behind Japan, He also accuses the Japs
of seizing all the fishery rights on the
Kamchatka coust, of sending the bands of
Semenovites to grab the whole Chinese
Eastern Railway, of helping Baron Ures
Sternberg to terrorize Mongolia, so that he
may get a jumping off place from which
he can attack the Chita republie, and of
sending their agents inty Central Asin In
order to stir up trouble In Afghanistan.
e asserts that reactionaries from Turkes-
tan have been received In Japan, where the
Japanese are helping them to draw up plans
for a rising ngainst the Soviet. Chicherin
halda the Entente reapongible for this ac-
tion, which Is, he aays, inconsistent with
the Anglo-Russlan trade agreement, He
emphasizes the fact that all this activity
hegan fust after Japan had signed with the
Far Fastern Republic an agresement by
which she undertook to withdraw her
troops from Siberia.
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